Wood's argument is true when looking at how riḍā understood the Christian scriptures as a whole and their relation to islam. But his analysis of riḍā's wording of the title is far-fetched and not convincing. Wood has only depended on riḍā's monograph bearing this title, but nowhere mentioned that it was a collection of sixteen articles that had appeared earlier as a special section in a number of issues that riḍā had compiled a few years later in a small volume. as a matter of fact, and in contradiction to Wood's argument, riḍā headed eleven of these articles in al-Manār with the phrase, Shubuhāt al-Masīḥiyyīn (sometimes al-Naṣārā) wā Ḥujaj al-Muslimīn (The allegations of the Christians and the proofs of muslims). chapter fouras it was his initial work on the subject, riḍā's Shubuhāt only represents, as i shall show in the coming chapters, a formative phase of its author's views on Christian belief. Drawing a final conclusion on the basis of riḍā's whole understanding of Christianity and his polemics with his Christian counterparts as a result of studying only this book would be misleading. The work itself should be evaluated in the light of riḍā's subsequent writings in the historical context mentioned above. Besides, riḍā published these articles from time to time as a response to a variety of Christian arab missionaries, roughly between [1901] [1902] [1903] [1904] . in that period Western missionary literature in arabic was not very widespread among muslims. as we shall see, this treatise was a rather unsystematic book, sometimes of an inconsistent and rhetorical style.
in the present chapter, we will discuss riḍā's responses as he selected them in the monograph, but we supplement them with other background ideas that appeared in the journal. Discussing the details of all articles under this section would, however, fall outside the scope of the present chapter. riḍā composed six of his articles in al-Manār (which were excluded in his monograph) under the same title as answers to the egyptian protestant magazine. some of these articles also did not directly deal with his views on Christianity, but were mostly devoted to refute Christian 'allegations' against the Qurʾān.
